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SUPERPOWER BOOK LIST
THE HUMANITIES

PICTURE BOOKS
The ABCs of Black History. Rio Cortez. Illus. Lauren Semmer. ISBN. 9781523507498. Workman Publishing. 5-up
Archeologists and What they Do. Written and illustrated by Liesbet Slegers. ISBN. 9781605375342. Clavis 
Publishing. 3-9
Around America to Win the Vote. Mara Rockli!. Illus. Hadley Hooper. ISBN. 9781536208368. Candlewick 
Press. 5-8
Calvin Gets the Last Word. Margo Sorenson. Illus. Mike Deas. ISBN. 9780884488224. Tilbury House. 6-8
Charles Darwin. Maria Isabel Sanchez Vegara. Illus. Mark Ho!man. ISBN. 9780711257719. The Quarto 
Group. 4-7
Child of St Kilda. Written and illustrated by Beth Waters. ISBN. 9781786281876. Child’s Play. 4-9
The Day Saida Arrived. Susana Gómez Redondo. Illus. Sonja Wimmer. ISBN. 9781733121255. Blue Dot Kids 
Press. 3-8
The E!cient, Inventive (Often Annoying) Melvil Dewey. Alexis O’Neill. Illus. Edwin Fotheringham.  
ISBN. 9781684371983. Boyds Mills & Kane. 7-10
Enormous Smallness. Matthew Burgess. Illus. Kris Di Giacomo. ISBN. 9781592701711. Enchanted Lion 
Books. 4-8
The Fearless Flights of Hazel Ying Lee. Julie Leung. Illus. Julie Kwon. ISBN. 9780759554955. Little, Brown 
Books for Young Readers. 4-8
Flying Colors: A Guide to Flags from Around the World. Robert Fresson. Illus. Robin Jacobs.  
ISBN. 9781908714466. Cicada Books. 6-12
Flying Free: How Bessie Coleman’s Dreams Took Flight. Karyn Parsons. Illus. R. Gregory Christie. ISBN. 
9780316457194. Little, Brown Books for Young Readers. 4 -8
Grandmother School. Rina Singh. Illus. Ellen Rooney. ISBN. 9781459819054. Orca Book Publishers. 6-8
Greek Myths. Jean Menzies. ISBN. 9781465491534. DK. 7-9
The Highest Tribute: Thurgood Marshall’s Life, Leadership, and Legacy. Kekla Magoon. Illus. Laura  
Freeman. ISBN. 9780062912510. HarperCollins Children’s Books. 4-8
Home, Sweet Home. Moira Butterfield. Illus. Clair Rossiter. ISBN. 9781405291866. Kane Miller, A Division of 
EDC Publishing. 3-7
I, Humanity. Je!rey Bennett. ISBN. 9781937548520. Big Kid Science. 7-9
If a Mummy Could Talk.... Rhonda Lucas Donald. Illus. Cathy Morrison. ISBN. 9781607187370. Arbordale 
Publishing. 4-8

■ The Brown Bookshelf recommended title
* Free access at classroom.popcultureclassroom.org
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The Impossible Voyage of the Kon-Tiki. Deborah Kogan-Ray. Illus. Deborah Kogan-Ray.  
ISBN. 9781580896207. Charlesbridge. 7-10
Jump at the Sun: The True Life Tale of Unstoppable Storycatcher Zora Neale Hurston. Alicia D Williams. 
Illus. Jacqueline Alcantara. ISBN. 9781534419131. Simon & Schuster. 4-8
Literally: Amazing Words and Where They Come From. Patrick Skipworth. Illus. Nicholas Stevenson.  
ISBN. 9781912920181. What on Earth Books / Britannica Books. 6-11
Magic Ramen. Andrea Wang. Illus. Kana Urbanowicz. ISBN. 9781499807035. Little Bee Books. 4-8
Magical History Tour Volume 1: The Great Pyramid. Fabrice Erre. Illus. Sylvain Savoia.  
ISBN. 9781545806333. Papercutz Graphic Novel. 7-12
Magical History Tour Volume 2: The Great Wall of China. Fabrice Erre. Illus. Sylvain Savoia.  
ISBN. 9781545806340. Papercutz Graphic Novel. 7-12
Mayflower: The Ship That Started a Nation. Rebecca Siegel. Illus. Michael Lauritano and Mike Love.  
ISBN. 9780711248250. The Quarto Group. 8-10
Meg & Greg: Frank and the Skunk. Elspeth Rae & Rowena Rae. Illus. Elisa Gutierrez. ISBN. 9781459824935. 
Orca Book Publishers. 6-8
Mexique: A Refugee Story from the Spanish Civil War. María José Ferrada. Illus. Ana Penyas.  
ISBN. 9780802855459. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 7-10
A Most Clever Girl. Jasmine A. Stirling. Illus. Vesper Stamper. ISBN. 9781547601103. Bloomsbury Publishing. 5-9
My Way West. Written and illustrated by Elizabeth Goss. ISBN. 9781513267302. West Margin Press. 7-10
The Nantucket Sea Monster: A Fake News Story. Darcy Pattison. Illus. Peter Willis. ISBN. 9781629440835. 
Mims House. 6-9
Niños: Poems for the Lost Children of Chile. María José Ferrada. Illus. María Elena Valdez.  
ISBN. 9780802855671. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 7-up
Out of Time: Lost on the Titanic. Jessica Rinker. Illus. Bethany Stancli!e. ISBN. 9781524858254. Andrews 
McMeel Publishing. 6-9
Poet: The Remarkable Story of George Moses Horton. Don Tate. ISBN. 9781682630624. Peachtree Pub-
lishing Company Inc. 6 -10
Polonius the Pit Pony. Written and illustrated by Richard O’Neill. ISBN. 9781786281852. Child’s Play. 4-9
Praline Lady. Kirstie Myvett. Illus. Kameko Madere. ISBN. 9781455625291. Pelican Publishing. 3-8
Radiant Child: The Story of Young Artist Jean-Michel Basquiat. Javaka Steptoe. ISBN. 9780316213882. 
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers. 4-8
Revolutionary Friends: General George Washington and the Marquis de Lafayette. Selene Castrovilla.  
Illus. Drazen Kozjan. ISBN. 9781590788806. Boyds Mills & Kane. 7-10
The Romans. Suzan Boshouwers. Illus. Veronica Nahmias. ISBN. 9781605373195. Clavis Publishing. 5-up
Roots of Rap. Carole Boston Weatherford. Illus. Frank Morrison. ISBN. 9781499804119. Little Bee Books. 4-up
The Story of Bodri. Hédi Fried. Illus. Stina Wirsén. ISBN. 9780802855657. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 6-10
The Strange Birds of Flannery O’Connor. Amy Alznauer. Illus. Ping Zhu. ISBN. 9781592702954. Enchanted 
Lion Books. 4-8
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A Thank-You from Winellda. Esther Clark. Illus. Christine Cathers Donohue. ISBN. 9781612542713. Brown 
Books Publishing Group. 4-8
We the People: The United States Constitution Explored and Explained. Aura Lewis and Evan Sargent. 
Illus. Aura Lewis. ISBN. 9780711254046. The Quarto Group. 10-14
When I Grow Up: Leaders. DK. Illus. Lucy Semple. ISBN. 9781465491404. DK. 2-5
William Still and His Freedom Stories. Written and illustrated by Don Tate. ISBN. 9781561459353. Peachtree 
Publishing Company Inc. 6-10

MIDDLE GRADE
Absolutely Everything!: A History of Earth, Dinosaurs, Rulers, Robots and Other Things Too Numerous to 
Mention. Christopher Lloyd. Illus. Andy Forshaw. ISBN. 9781999802837. What on Earth Books / Britannica 
Books. 9-12
Africa, Amazing Africa: Country by Country. Atinuke. ISBN. 9781406376586. Candlewick Press. 8-12
Amber and Clay. Laura Amy Schlitz. Illus. Julia Iredale. ISBN. 9781536201222. Candlewick Press. 10-14
Becoming Emily. Krystyna Poray Goddu. ISBN. 9780897330039. Chicago Review Press. 10-up
Brave. Black. First. 50+ African American Women Who Changed the World. Cheryl Willis Hudson. Illus. Erin 
K. Robinson. ISBN. 9780525645818. Random House Children’s Books. 8-12
Desert Diary: Japanese American Kids Behind Barbed Wire. Michael O. Tunnell. ISBN. 9781580897891. 
Charlesbridge. 9-12
Digging for Troy: From Homer to Hisarlik. Jill Rubalcaba and Eric H. Cline. Illus. Sarah S. Brannen.  
ISBN. 9781580893275. Charlesbridge. 9-12
Draw Like an (Ancient) Egyptian. Joe Gamble. Illus. Joe Gamble. ISBN. 9781908714497. Cicada Books. 8-12
The End of the World and Beyond. Avi. ISBN. 9781616205652. Algonquin Young Readers. 8-12
Far Side of the Moon: The Story of Apollo 11’s Third Man. Alex Irvine. Illus. Ben Bishop.  
ISBN. 9780884487593. Tilbury House. 9-12
*Forming the United Nations. R. Alan Brooks. Illus. Ruth Clark. Pop Culture Classroom. 9-up
The History of the World in Comics. Jean-Baptiste de Panafieu. Illus. Adrienne Barman. ISBN. 
9780823445783. Holiday House. 10-up
Land of the Cranes. Aida Salazar. ISBN. 9781338343809. Scholastic. 8-12
Leonardo da Vinci Gets a Do-Over. Mark P. Friedlander Jr. ISBN. 9780967802060. Science, Naturally!. 10-14
Little Kid, Big City!: New York. Beth Beckman. Illus. Holley Maher. ISBN. 9781683692447. Quirk Books. 8-12
Little Red Wolf. Written and illustrated by Amélie Fléchais. ISBN. 9781941302453. Oni Press. 9-up
Miguel’s Brave Knight: Young Cervantes and His Dream of Don Quixote. Margarita Engle. Illus. Raul Colon. 
ISBN. 9781561458561. Peachtree Publishing Company Inc. 8-12
A Place to Hang the Moon. Kate Albus. ISBN. 9780823447053. Holiday House. 9-12
The Purloining of Prince Oleomargarine. Mark Twain and Philip C. Stead. Illus. Erin Stead.  
ISBN. 9780593303825. Random House Children’s Books. 8-12
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Radium Girls: Young Readers’ Edition. Kate Moore. ISBN. 9781728209470. Sourcebooks. 8-12
Survivors of the Holocaust. Kath Shackleton. Illus. Zane Whittingham. ISBN. 9781492688938. Sourcebooks. 10-14
Timelines from Black History. Foreword by Mireille Harper. ISBN. 9780744039092. DK. 9-12
Two Men and a Car: Franklin Roosevelt, Al Capone, and a Cadillac V-8. Michael Garland. Illus. Michael  
Garland. ISBN. 9780884486206. Tilbury House. 9-12
We Must Not Forget. Deborah Hopkinson. ISBN. 9781338255775. Scholastic. 9-12
What a Wonderful Word: A Collection of Untranslatable Words from Around the World. Nicola Edwards. 
Illus. Luisa Uribe. ISBN. 9781610677226. Kane Miller, A Division of EDC Publishing. All ages
A Wish in the Dark. Christina Soontornvat. ISBN. 9781536204940. Candlewick Press. 8-12

YOUNG ADULTS
A Pirate’s Life for She. Laura Sook Duncombe. ISBN. 9781641600552. Chicago Review Press. 12-up
Archival Quality. Ivy Noelle Weir. Illus. Steenz. ISBN. 9781620104705. Oni Press. 13-16
Back Home. Dan L Walker. ISBN. 9781513262697. West Margin Press. 14-up
Leaving China. James McMullan. ISBN. 9781616202552. Algonquin Young Readers. 12-18
Nemesis and the Swan. Lindsay Bandy. ISBN. 9781094059471. Blackstone Publishing. 12-17
The Rise and Fall of Charles Lindbergh. Candace Fleming. ISBN. 9780525646549. Random House  
Children’s Books. 12-up 


